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MR. STEPONAITIS: It is November 5th, 


2001. The time is 16 hours and five 


minutes. This is Fire Marshal Steponaitis 


of the special investigations unit of the 
Fire Department, City of New York. We're 
conducting an interview with the following 
individual. 

Please state your name, rank, title and 


assignment. 


FIRE MARSHAL RIGNOLA: My name is 
Salvatore Rignola. I'm a New York fire 
marshal. I'm assigned to citywide special 
investigations at 16 Hooper Street, which we 
are right now, on the fourth floor. 


MR. STEPONAITIS: We're conducting an 


interview regarding the events of September 


lith, 2001. 

Also present in the room is -- 

MR. BURNS: Supervising Fire Marshal 
Robert Burns, special operations command. 


Q. Fire Marshal Rignola, please give us 


the events that occurred that day from the time 


t you were notified until the time that you 


the scen 


S. RIGNOLA 3 


A. That day I was out in the field in 
Queens, and I received a radio call to respond to 
the World Trade Center. I had my regular radio 
on and heard that a plane crashed. While on my 
way responding to the World Trade Center, I'm 
going over the Queensboro Bridge, the second 
plane crashed into one of the towers. I know 


there were two towers there. 


I proceeded to Manhattan. I drove down 
the West Side Highway. I parked my vehicle 
around Murray Street. I walked down towards the 
Trade Center. Around Vesey Street I saw Chief 
Fire Marshal Garcia. He asked me if I hada 


radio. I said yes. He asked me to go on in and 


call the other members of our bureau which were 


assembled near the telephone building on Vesey 


and West Street. The radio wasn't working 


properly, and we never made contact with anybody. 


So while we're there on West Street and 


Vesey I saw Fire Commissioner Von Essen pass by. 
Fire Marshal O'Mara was with him. I saw also 
Deputy Commissioner Tierney pass by because she 


went up from West to Liberty Street. 


I'm just standing under the first 
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pedestrian bridge near Vesey Street, and I see my 


old fire company 131, I see 101 from my 
battalion, a couple of the companies there. I'm 
over there standing and someone starts yelling: 


There's an explosion. All of a sudden you could 


hear some weird sound like crumbling. All of a 


sudden everybody starts running. 


So I went to the corner of Vesey and 


West, and there was the ESU truck. I went 


against the ESU truck, and all of a sudden 


everything got black. The wind blew by. 
Material flew by. About two minutes later it 
cleared up that I was able to see. 


Then I saw Chief Fire Marshal Garcia 


again. He asked me to get on the radio and try 


to assemble everybody and get all the fire 


marshals assembled near West and Vesey, but the 


radio wasn't working. 


I started checking 1311's rig to look 
for amask. There was no mask there. I tried 
101, went through the rig looking for a mask. 


q 


Then I saw Supervisor Fire Marshal Devery. The 


first thing he asked me: "Did you see fire 


marshal Bucca?™ I said no. Then Devery 
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proceeded up West Street north. 
I was still trying to look for masks, 


so I did a little search in the building. I 


still didn't believe that the tower came down, 


because when you look towards that south tower, 


you couldn't see. It was dust. 


I tried using my cell phone. That was 


dead. I went to a pay phone. I called my house 
to make sure my wife doesn't go anywhere, get the 
kids home. 


While I'm standing up near the north 


pedestrian bridge, the few people around start 


running again. They said the tower is coming 


down. While I'm standing there you could see now 


the north tower, World Trade One, you could see 


it starting to come down. While you're looking 
up, you could see it come down. 
So I went to the middle of the street 


on Vesey and West. I went into a truck. I think 


it was Ladder 21. I went in the officer's seat, 
rolled up the window and you could see the stuff 


coming down. I covered myself. Debris hit the 


truck. I waited about five minutes, came out, 


and just started up -- 


Ss. 


Q. 
A. 
on the driver's side. 


windshield got broke, 


Right before that, 


before that, I remember 


talking to Lieutenant Sheehan. 


A&E 


amy 


with the PD. 
and Vesey. 
that. 


After I left t 
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Nothing hit 


but I didn' 


Did anything come through the truck? 


Stuff went through the windshield but 


me. The 


get scratched. 


about two minu 


tes 
seeing Chief Garcia was 


He used to be an 


They were at the corner of West 


That was like five minutes before 


I started -- it 


was almost like a ghost 


started appearing. Wes 


some of the debris. The 
actually collapsed, but 


you could actually walk 


get on the other side. 
On the other s 
was like 15 feet of just 


seeing other fire marsha 


all the marshals start a 
West, I think it was. 
I went 


and more fire marshals c 


to Chambers and West, 


he rig, 


town. Then people 


tarted searching over 
north pedestrian tower 


it collapsed on 101. So 


underneath the tower to 
ide of this tower, there 
debris. I remember 


ls and everybody saying 


ssembling at Chambers and 


and more 


ame there and we just 
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stood over there for a while and that's about it. 
On that night I went back down, tried to maybe 
look around, couldn't see nothing. That's about 
it. 


MR. STEPONAITIS: Thank you, Fire 


Marshal Rignola. 


That concludes Fire Marshal Rignola's 


statement. It is now 1609 hours. 


